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Region V AVID Program

In Partnership with Stanford University
2009-10 Write-Off and Writers Conference
Introduction and Overview

The Region V AVID Program welcomes the participation of your students in this year’s Write-Off and Writers Conference.  After reviewing this information, complete the Intent to Participate indicating your school’s level of participation in the Write-Off and the Writers Conference (submit one form for each school) and return to the Region V AVID Program by Friday, December 4, 2009.  Everyone may participate in the Write-Off; however, to attend the conference, students must have participated in the Write-Off.  
Write-Off and Writers Conference Goals

The goals of the Write-Off and Writers Conference are:

· To develop in students the academic skills and language required for college writing.

·  To encourage student preparation and practice for on-demand, timed writing exams.

· To further develop an appreciation for reading, reflecting, and writing by both AVID students and teachers.

This Year’s Write-Off 

· Write-Off practice and final prompts follow the same format as the CSU English Placement Test (EPT).  

· Students will have 45 minutes to read and respond to the prompt.

· Practice and final prompts address the same theme, pursuing equity
· Readings provided enable students to examine their thoughts and ideas on the theme.

· Teaching resources are included in the packet to help facilitate instruction and to support the success of all students.  Feel free to design your own and to make use of the AVID Writing Curriculum.
Writers Conference

The Writers Conference will take place on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at Stanford University and will include both middle and high school students.  The conference will begin at around 9:15 a.m. and will open with a brief welcome and a keynote address.  

As in the past there will be workshops led by university faculty, and others, followed by lunch and Write-Off Recognition and Awards.  

The conference will end at 2:00 p.m.  Details of the day will be available as we near the conference date.  Confirming the participation of your students by the deadline will help us get workshop descriptions and other details sent to you prior to the conference. 
Timeline

October – December
Teachers download the Write-Off packet from the Region V AVID website.  

Students prepare for writing final competitive essay by using the practice prompts and activities included in the packet and/or lessons prepared by AVID teacher.  

AVID teachers fax Intent to Participate to Region V AVID Program by December 4.
January

Final prompt is emailed to AVID teachers/coordinators by Tuesday, January 5, regardless of Write-Off or Writers Conference participation.  

Final conference space allocations will be sent to those teachers who submitted the Intent to Participate.
February

Participating sites complete holistic scoring and send top three papers per grade level (grades 6-12) to Region V AVID Program no later than Monday, February 22.  Please note that sixth and seventh grade AVID classes will count as one grade level.
March

Middle and high school students whose essays are selected should attend the Writers Conference, along with others from their class, on Tuesday, March 23, at Stanford University.  Conference attendees should plan on arriving by 9:15 a.m. and departing at 2:00 p.m.

Write-Off Participation and Awards

· Certificates will be provided for all students who participate in the Write-Off (certificate master file emailed to each site).

· The top three writers at each grade level per school will receive certificates with a gold seal.
· County and region winners will be chosen for each grade level from the top essays submitted by sites.  Awards will be presented to students with the top essays.
Conference Participation
The general conference sessions will take place in Cubberly Auditorium on the Stanford University campus.  Our initial projections for conference participation are based on each AVID site receiving three spots per AVID elective section.  Once teachers return their Intent to Participate, Region V will be able to determine if there are additional spots to allocate.  Teachers planning to attend the conference will receive information in January about any additional spots to allocate to their students. 
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