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Region V AVID Program
2009-10 Write-Off
Preparing Students for the Write-Off:  Designing Effective Instructional Support

	Essential Question:  What are the consequences, both positive and negative, of pursuing equity?


	Formative Assessment: Formative assessment provides ongoing assessment that shapes subsequent lessons. Thus, it can be a valuable tool for supporting positive student outcomes.

Formative Student Outcome: Writing Practice for the AVID Write-Off
Based on your student population, use this sample prompt for evaluating student readiness for the Write-Off.
	Sample Prompt

Directions:   

You will have 45 minutes to plan and write an essay on the topic assigned below.  Before you begin writing, read the passage carefully and plan what you will write.  Your essay should be as well organized and as carefully written as you can make it.

"Recently, major tobacco companies agreed to pay a financial settlement to several states, including California, for health problems caused by cigarette smoking and other kinds of tobacco addiction. If this course of action is right for tobacco companies, then manufacturers of other legal but harmful products such as alcohol and guns should also have to pay financial settlements in return for the problems they cause."
--Irving Coffman
Essay Assignment:

Explain Coffman's argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis. Support your position, providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.


	Writing to Learn:  

Opportunities to Process

Determine which of these informal writing tasks best support your students in thinking about the essential question


	( What does the pursuit of equity mean?
( Describe a time you when you experienced, witnessed, read, or heard about an example of the positive or negative consequences of pursuing equity
( Describe a situation when you wished you had pursued equity.
( What are some examples of “pursuing equity?”
( What stories or films feature characters that have depicted the pursuit of equity?
( What are some other positive and/or negative consequences of pursuing equity?
( When might pursuing equity be a mistake?
(  __________________________________________________

(  __________________________________________________




	Essential Question: What are the consequences, both positive and negative, of pursuing equity?

	The Reading and Writing Connection: 

Building Background Knowledge & Developing Content Understanding

Choose the reading passages that will best provide your students with opportunities to interact with meaningful and appropriate content
We encourage you to seek out other sources to provide additional background information for your students


	High School Prompt #1 (Common Language)
( English Instruction Touted for Immigrants (C1)
( Boston students struggle with English-only rule (C2)
High School Prompt #2 (Media Coverage)
( TED Talks Clay Shirky: How social media can make history (C3)
( Newsroom to Cover the Disenfranchised Voices in Harlem (C4)
Middle Level Prompt #1 (Ethnic Diversity)
( The downside of diversity (C5)
( Unworldly Diversity (C6)
( Students Feel Safer in Ethnically Diverse Schools  (C7)
( U.S. Civil War illustrates costs, benefits of diversity  (C8)
Middle Level Prompt #2 (Rules)
( Let Steroids Into the Hall of Fame (C9)
( Rewarding Failure (C10)


	Developing a Rhetorical Understanding:  Using Strategic Questions to Deepen Understanding
Which rhetorical question will you use with your students?
	( Is the author knowledgeable? How do you know?

( Does the author seem trustworthy? Why?

( How does the author assert his/her claim?

( What support does the author provide to support his claim?
( Do you agree or disagree with the author’s position? Why? Why not? 

( How does this piece affect you personally and emotionally?

( What personal experience and knowledge do you have that is related to the subject of this piece? 

( ____________________________


	The Structural Elements of Proposition & Support:  Using a Text Structure Graphic Organizer

Which graphic organizer or note-taking tool will students use?
	( Components of an Argument
( Structured Note-taking

( How Do I Start This?
( ____________________________
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