“How Do I Start This?”
Argumentative Essay Prewriting Worksheet
Directions:  Use this worksheet to complete an essential stage in the writing process-prewriting.  Even during a timed writing experience, the prewriting stage cannot be omitted.  This worksheet will guide you through some of the prewriting necessary for drafting an argumentative essay.  As you become more familiar with these steps you will internalize them and proceed through them with greater speed.

	In addition to giving you the topic to which you must respond, the writing prompt often provides you with information that may spark ideas.  First you must read the prompt closely to discover what information is present.  During a timed writing situation, you should mark the prompt by underlining all keywords and phrases that initiate your thinking or seem particularly important.

Your teacher has provided you with a writing prompt for an argumentative essay.  Read the writing prompt carefully and take note of all keywords or phrases by rewriting them in the space below.

	

	Be sure that you understand what the writing prompt is asking you to do.  Now that you have taken notice of keywords or phrases in the writing prompt, demonstrate that you clearly understand the task by rewriting the prompt in your own words.

	

	As you know, an argumentative essay requires you to take a definitive stand.  You agree or disagree with a specific philosophy or position; you believe that a certain course of action is necessary or not needed.  Referring to the keywords or phrases that interested you above, state the position you intend to argue which responds directly to the writing prompt.

	

	Your teacher has discussed with you that a successful thesis statement generally expresses the writer’s definitive stand and includes an answer to the general questions “how?” and “why?”.  Extend the position you stated above by answering one of the following questions”

Why do you accept this position?

How can this position be accepted by others (what course of action is required)?

	

	You are now ready to compose your thesis statement.
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