Argumentative Essay Outline
“Let’s Play Ball”
Directions:  Consider the baseball graphic below, and then use the following chart to complete the prewriting process by construction an outline.  The length of your essay is determined by what you wish to argue and the claims you make as the argument is developed.  An essay isn’t “good” because it includes the right number of paragraphs; a well-written argument is one that is organized, connected, and complete

Drafting an argumentative essay is like hitting a home run in baseball-running from home plate, through the bases, and back to home plate is a continuous motion.  Once you hit the ball, each base is connected by your running.  As you write, remember that each of your paragraphs is similarly connected.
	
	Second Base

Body Paragraphs

Each claim includes support or evidence and its connection to the thesis is explained


	

	Third Base

Body Paragraphs

Transition statements connect the various claims made by the writer to each other.  Remember: you can’t leave a base until you have provided a transition to the next base
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	First Base

Body Paragraphs

The body paragraphs contain the writer’s discussion and make claims to further the thesis idea.  Remember: your organizing strategy determines the order of your body paragraphs (the bases are run in a set order)



	
	Home Base

Conclusion Paragraph

(no need to slide…you’ve written a well organized essay) 

Again, here is where the reader and the writer must connect.  As a writer, it’s your job to restate the thesis, issue your call to action, and leave the reader with a final thought, image, or idea/
	Home Base

Introductory Paragraph

(where the bat meets the ball)

Here is where the reader meets the writers.  As a writer, it’s your job to introduce the reader to your topic (lead), establish the exact point you wish to prove (thesis), signal your attempt to connect each base to your argument (preview).
	


Using the writing prompt that has been provided for you, draft an outline for your essay.  Remember to treat this outline as a way to organize your thoughts and provide structure and organization for your essay.  As you complete your outline do not concern yourself with the sentence structure, grammar, or style.  Use brief phrases as “place holders,” to get an idea down quickly; avoid drafting polished sentences and paragraphs in your outline.  Do concern yourself with developing your argument with a natural progression from one idea to the next.  Remember to decide on an organizing strategy for your essay:
· most important  to least important or vice versa

· global thinking to local examples or vice versa

· specific examples to general or vice versa
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