PRIVATE 
Scholarships:  Successful  Strategies

How to Use Your HEAD to Get Scholarships

I
H-  Have understanding.  Understand the basics of financial aid and how scholarships fit into the picture.  Know that scholarships do not replace the family contribution. Understand your family situation and how it fits into the college financial aid process.
E-  Explore Early.  Explore scholarship availability at three levels; 1) high school/local community, 2) college, 3) publicly.  The closer to “home” you can find scholarships, the greater your chances are of obtaining a scholarship.  Start looking at scholarships as early as 8th grade.  Start entering scholarship essay contests as early as possible. Explore internet scholarship search sites such as www.fastweb.com or www.wiredscholar.com to explore additional scholarship sources.

A-  Application Excellence.  The key to winning scholarships is not only in how many applications you do, but in how well you do the applications.  Remember to ask early for letters of recommendations (which are often requested as part of the application package.)  Fine tune your high school resume by focusing on awards received, leadership, and community service.  If an essay is required, spend time writing and editing it.  Follow scholarship directions PRECISELY.  Review applications to be sure they are flawless before turning them in.  Applying on time is critical in the scholarship awards game.
D-  Determination. The students awarded the most scholarships are the determined ones.  One young lady who received top scholarship dollars said she was in her counselor's office every week asking for scholarships she could apply for.  They considered her a pest, which is a small price to pay considering the payoff was financial assistance in receiving a higher education.
Using your HEAD follow these guidelines to Getting Scholarships:

·SET UP A SCHOLARSHIP FILE. As you begin to consider scholarship opportunities, set up a scholarship file.  Your file should have: 1) copies of your high school transcript, 2) a resume, 3) personal data form, 4) copies of letters of recommendations, and 5) a sample essay. Start working on personal essays early.  Have copies of different essays you have written in your file.  You can ask teachers to write you a “generic” letter of recommendation to place in your file. Keep your file handy and updated.  It will make completing the applications easier to do in a timely fashion.

·SET UP A TIMELINE.  As your scholarship applications come in, set up a timeline of deadlines. You can literally apply for scholarships year round.  This is why it is important to start early.  You can begin applying as early as 7th grade, clear through graduate school.  You will not miss the deadlines if you have a log of scholarship due dates.
Developed by C. McDonald, Central Valley AVID, Fresno County Office of Education, Fresno, Ca.

